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Animal  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 


LUDLOW, 

1  st  June ,  1953. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 

The  estimated  population  at  mid-June,  1952,  was  6,439,  an 
increase  of  12  from  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  The  Birth 
Rate  was  20.1  and  the  Death  Rate  11.9. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Section  dealing  with  the  Infectious 
Diseases  that  the  town  has  been  very  free  from  such  diseases  and 
there  have  been  no  deaths  from  any  of  them.  The  control  of 
many  of  the  diseases  of  an  infectious  nature  which  used  to  take 
a  serious  toll  of  young  lives  has  been  a  feature  of  the  first  half 
of  this  century. 

Seven  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  reported 
and  there  were  two  deaths  from  this  disease.  This  disease  also  is 
being  slowly  brought  under  control  and  last  year  in  the  whole 
country  there  were  14,000  deaths  instead  of  the  30,000  or  so 
which  took  place  some  years  ago. 

Cancer  accounted  for  14  deaths.  In  one  case  the  lung  was 
the  organ  affected.  The  increase  in  Lung  Cancer  has  been  very 
marked  in  recent  years,  but  the  cause  of  this  increase  is  not  yet 
known. 

Housing  continues  to  be  the  chief  problem  in  Local  Govern¬ 
ment.  Although  much  has  been  done  —  the  Council  own  344 
houses  in  the  town  or  nearly  one-sixth  of  the  total  number — there 
is  still  a  large  waiting  list  of  applicants  and  this  is  also  the  case  in 
every  district  in  the  country.  Nine  houses  were  completed  during 
the  year  and  31  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Licences  to  build  privately  are  now  easier  to  obtain  and  this  may 
help  matters  to  some  extent. 

It  would  appear  that  the  time  has  come  for  the  Council 
to  deal  with  the  houses  in  the  town  which  are  unfit.  At  present 
it  is  only  too  common  for  a  family  to  be  re-housed  by  the  Council 
and  for  another  family  to  move  into  the  house  vacated,  although 
it  is  not  fit  to  live  in.  If  a  family  is  to  be  re-housed  from  such  an 

unfit  house  it  would  be  best  to  have  a  “  notice  of  intention  ”  served 
on  the  owner  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  so  that 
the  house  could  not  be  re-let, 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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BOROUGH  OF  LUDLOW 


Statistics  1952 


LIVE  BIRTHS— 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  117 

61 

56 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  4 

2 

2 

Totals  ...  121 

63 

58 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

- 

20.1 

STILL  BIRTHS— 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  2 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  - 

— 

— 

Totals  ...  2 

1 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  -  16.1 

DEATHS— 

96 

47 

49 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

- 

11.9 

DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES— 

No.  of 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths 

Total  Births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  Nil 

— 

Total  ...  Nil 

- 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR— 

No.  of  Rate  per  1,000 
Deaths  Live  Births 

{a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births  ...  ...  2  17.1 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births  ...  ...  - —  — 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live  births  2  16.5 


The  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  : 

Birth  Rate  ...  15.3  per  1,000  of  population 

Death  Rate  ...  11.3  per  1,000  of  population 


Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

„  „  Tuberculosis:  Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  2 

Non-pulmonary  ...  ...  - 

„  „  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  - 

„  „  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 
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SECTION  A 

Social  Conditions  and  Vital  Statistics 


Area  (in  acres) 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

the  population 

1,068 

(mid-1952) 

•  •  •  ♦  •  • 

6,439 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1,783 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

£39,074 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 

•  •  «  •  *  * 

£153 

The  estimated  figure  of  the  population  shows  an  increase  of 
only  12  over  the  figure  for  1951.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  25.  In  1931 
the  Census  showed  a  population  of  5,823,  so  that  the  increase  since 
that  year  has  been  616. 

It  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  forecast  the  trend  of  the 
population  of  the  town  in  the  future,  but  the  establishment  of 
new  industries  would  probably  lead  to  an  increase.  Otherwise  it 
is  unlikely  that  the  population  will  increase  very  much.  There 
must  be  above  the  average  number  of  persons  in  the  higher  age 
groups  who  are  residents  and  this  would  account  for  the  fact  that 
the  number  of  births  and  deaths  so  nearly  approximate  each  other. 

BIRTHS 

There  were  121  live  births  (male  63,  female  58)  of  which 
number  four  were  illegitimate.  The  corrected  birth  rate  is  20.1, 
which  is  higher  than  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

STILL  BIRTHS 

There  were  two  still  births,  which  is  the  same  number  as  last 

year. 


DEATHS 

There  were  96  deaths,  which  gave  a  rate  of  11.9  per  1,000 
(England  and  Wales  11.4).  A  table  showing  the  chief  causes  of 
death  is  given  at  the  end  of  the  Report.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and 
circulation  account  for  nearly  half  the  deaths  and  Cerebral 
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Haemorrhage  and  Thrombosis  are  the  next  most  common  causes. 
Cancer  was  the  cause  in  14  cases.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
Infectious  Diseases  and  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
numbered  two. 

During  the  last  50  years  or  so  there  has  been  a  considerable 
decrease  in  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and  it  would  appear  that  this 
disease  may  cease  to  be  the  plague  it  has  been  so  long. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  death  was  reported  from  causes  associated  with  child-birth. 
This  is  the  sixth  year  in  which  no  puerperal  death  has  been  notified 
in  Ludlow  Borough. 


SECTION  B 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

STAFF 

The  names  and  qualifications  of  the  officers  are  given  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Report.  There  have  been  no  changes  during  the 
year.  The  officers  are  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time) 
and  a  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  also  holds  the  post  of  Borough 
Surveyor. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  at  Shrewsbury  where  all 
the  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk,  water,  ice  cream,  and 
other  samples  are  carried  out.  The  Medical  Director  is  Dr.  C.  A. 
Jones,  to  whom  my  thanks  are  due  for  his  help  during  the  year. 

Chemical  examinations  of  water  samples  are  undertaken  by 
the  analyst  to  the  County  of  Salop  whose  laboratory  is  at  Chester. 

NURSING  SERVICES  IN  THE  HOME 

These  services  are  carried  out  by  the  nurses  employed  by  the 
County  Council  and  particulars  of  the  work  done  may  be  found  in 
the  Report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service  is  maintained  by  the  County  Health  Department 
and  there  is  an  Office  at  24,  Corve  Street,  Ludlow  (Telephone 
No.  382),  where  applications  for  home  helps  should  be  made. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
Facilities  for  having  children  protected  against  Diphtheria  are 
available  at  the  Schools  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  at  School 
Clinics.  Children  may  also  be  immunised  by  their  own  doctors  at 
home  if  their  parents  so  desire.  Application  should  be  made  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  College  Hill,  Shrewsbury,  and  in  all  cases 
he  protection  is  given  free  of  charge  to  the  parents.  There  have 
been  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  the  Borough  for  a  number 
of  years  and  if  the  children  are  protected  in  sufficient  numbers 
there  need  now  be  no  fear  of  this  disease  returning  to  be  the 
menace  it  once  was  for  children. 

CLINICS 

There  is  a  School  Clinic  in  the  town  and  an  Infant  Welfare 
Centre.  The  Chest  Clinic  is  at  Shrewsbury  and  also  the  Clinic 
for  Venereal  Diseases.  These  are  controlled  by  the  Hospital  Board. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 
A  list  of  the  hospitals  serving  the  town  was  given  in  last  year’s 
Report  and  there  are  no  changes  to  record.  Throughout  the  country 
there  is  a  need  for  more  beds  for  the  older  people  both  in  hospitals 
and  in  other  institutions. 


SECTION  C 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

This  section  of  the  report  deals  with  Water  Supplies,  Drainage, 
Sewerage,  Sewage  Disposal  and  Refuse  Collection,  etc.,  and  I  am 
indebted  to  the  Borough  Surveyor,  Mr.  FI.  V.  James,  for  most  of 
the  following  details  regarding  these  matters. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  two  supplies  to  the  town  were  generally  adequate  except 
during  the  summer  months  when  it  was  necessary,  as  in  other 
years,  to  augment  these  supplies  with  water  from  the  Elan 
Aqueduct,  to  an  amount  of  10  million  gallons. 

As  regards  the  purity  of  supplies,  a  total  of  16  samples  were 
reported  on,  eight  from  each  of  the  supplies,  and  these  all  proved 
to  be  satisfactory.  The  water  from  both  town  supplies  and  from 
the  Elan  Aqueduct  is  chlorinated  before  going  to  supply  and  the 
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supervision  of  this  treatment  is  especially  important  as  the  water 
is  not  filtered  in  the  case  of  any  of  the  supplies  and  therefore  the 
only  safeguard  is  the  chlorination. 

Extensions  of  the  water  mains  were  made  during  the  year  as 
follow  :  120  yards  of  3in.  water  main  at  Bromfield  Road  and  300 
yards  of  2 in.  main  at  Sheet  Road.  Other  small  extensions  to  the 
mains  were  also  made  due  to  the  development  of  the  Sandpits  Road 
housing  site. 

Two  chemical  samples  of  the  supplies  were  also  taken  and  the 
reports  on  these  were  satisfactory. 

More  than  90  per  cent  of  all  houses  in  the  Borough  have  a 
piped  supply  laid  on  to  the  house. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Sundry  extensions  were  made  during  the  year  due  to  the 
further  development  of  the  Sandpits  Road  Estate  a,nd  to  the 
development  of  land  at  Temeside  where  Hawkesley  Bungalows 
have  been  built. 

Four  hundred  and  fifty  linear  yards  of  6in.  soil  sewer  was 
also  laid  at  Sheet  Road. 

Out  of  1,783  houses  in  the  Borough  a  total  of  1,743  are 
connected  to  the  main  sewers.  The  disposal  works  and  pumping 
plant  are  in  good  condition  and  a  sample  of  the  effluent  taken  in 
July  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  weekly  collections  of  house  refuse  in  the  Borough  have 
been  continued  as  in  former  years  with  additional  collections  from 
Hotels  and  Cafes  during  the  summer  months. 

SALVAGE  COLLECTION 

The  collection  of  waste  paper  was  continued  during  the  year 
although  no  sales  were  made  due  to  surplus  stocks  at  the  mills. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  position  will  improve  and  that  the  existing 
stock  of  80  tons  can  be  disposed  of  without  financial  loss. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Periodical  surveys  are  made  of  the  Borough  and  all  infestations 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Authority.  Special  care  is  given  to  the 
main  sewers  and  the  refuse  tip.  The  Area  Officer  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  makes  frequent  visits  and  inspections  and  advises 
as  to  treatment  and  procedure. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  INSPECTIONS 
The  Inspector  reports  that  there  are  86  factories  on  the 
Register  and  of  these  71  have  power  installed  and  15  are  without 
power.  A  total  of  93  inspections  were  made  and  four  written 
notices  were  sent.  In  other  cases  a  total  of  11  defects  were 
remedied  without  formal  notice  being  required.  These  were 
concerned  with  lack  of  cleanliness  (nine)  and  insufficient  sanitary 
conveniences. 


SECTION  D 


Housing 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  1,783 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  344 

Number  of  flats  controlled  by  the  Council  ...  44 

Houses  completed  in  1952  :  Council  houses  ...  9 

Private  houses  ...  8 

Total  number  of  applications  for  houses  ...  353 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  ...  1 

Private  licences  granted  ...  ...  ...  11 


Although  the  Council  have  built  a  total  of  175  houses  since 
the  War  ended,  there  is  still  a  great  demand  for  houses  in  the  town 
and  many  families  are  living  in  old  damp  dwellings  which  lack 
modern  amenities.  Since  the  War  very  few  of  these  older  houses 
have  been  demolished  but  the  time  has  now  come  for  a  complete 
survey  of  such  property  to  be  made,  the  unfit  ones  demolished  and 
the  people  in  them  re-housed.  Many  of  the  applications  now  come 
from  families  living  in  unsatisfactory  houses  and  landlords  are  more 
and  more  unwilling  to  spend  any  money  on  repairs  so  that  con¬ 
ditions  become  worse  each  year. 

The  Housing  Act  of  1949  offered  substantial  IMPROVE¬ 
MENT  GRANTS  to  such  owners  who  were  willing  to  have  their 
property  brought  up  to  a  better  standard,  but  the  grants  did  not 
include  repairs.  For  several  years  now  it  has  been  very  difficult  for 
the  Council  and  the  Officials  to  get  owners  to  do  much  to  improve 
their  old  property.  Only  essential  repairs  have  been  carried  out. 

The  great  increase  in  rents  of  new  houses  also  has  raised 
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another  problem,  as  families  who  have  been  paying  low  rents  for 
neglected  and  old  property  are  faced  with  a  much  larger  rent  if 
they  accept  a  new  Council  House,  which  may  cost  five  or  six  times 
the  previous  rent  which  has  been  paid.  In  some  cases  the  Council 
is  able  to  arrange  for  such  families  to  be  offered  an  older,  lower 
rented,  Council  House  and  the  family  from  it  may  be  willing  to 
transfer  to  one  of  the  newer  type  of  houses.  This,  however,  is  not 
always  possible. 


NEW  HOUSES 

Nine  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  21  in  the  previous  year.  Eight  of  these  are  of  the 
two  bed-roomed  type  and  are  at  Wheeler  Road  and  Whitbread 
Road,  and  one  is  a  Hawkesley  Bungalow.  A  further  16  of  these 
bungalows  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  fifteen  two  bed-roomed  houses  are 
in  course  of  construction,  and  it  is  hoped  to  complete  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Sandpits  Road  Site  this  year  (1953)  with  the  erection 
of  12  ground  floor  dwellings  and  12  three  bed  -roomed  houses  built 
as  a  three  storey  terrace. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  and  the  sites  of  houses 
(a)  completed  in  1952,  (b)  under  construction  as  at  31st  December, 
1952,  and  (c)  to  be  commenced  in  1953. 


NEW  HOUSES 


Site  and  Type 
of  Houses 

Wheeler  Road  . . . 
(2  B.R.  houses) 

Whitbread  Road 
(2  B.R.  houses) 


1  Under  To  be 

Completed  in  Construction  commenced 

1952  as  at  31.12.52  in  1953 

7  —  — 


1  15 


Steventon  New  Road 

and  Temeside  ...  1  16  — 

(Hawkesley  Aluminium 

Bungalows) 

Sandpits  Road  ...  ...  —  —  f24 

(3  Storey  Terraced 
houses) 

(f  12  ground  floor  flats  and  12  upper  floor  3  B.R.  maisonettes) 


Page  Nine 

SECTION  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  inspection  of  all  meat  is  carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of 
Food’s  premises  at  Craven  Arms.  This  is  done  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  of  the  Ludlow  R.D.C.  and  practically  100  per  cent  of  all 
meat  is  inspected.  The  Ministry  do  not  intend  to  continue  their 
present  system  of  control  of  slaughterhouses  after  meat  rationing 
ends  and  it  is  probable  that  some  system  of  central  slaughter¬ 
houses  will  be  planned  which  may  be  owned  either  by  Local 
Authorities  or  privately.  The  Ministry  are  at  present  building  a 
limited  number  of  such  premises,  i.e.,  large  central  abattoirs,  in 
different  parts  of  England.  The  value  of  such  places  lies  not  only 
in  the  lay  out  of  the  various  departments  but  also  in  the  fact  that 
in  them  all  meat  can  be  examined.  With  a  large  number  of  small 
abattoirs  this  complete  examination  is  almost  impossible. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  frequent  visits  of  inspection  were 
paid  to  shops,  cafes,  snack  bars,  etc.,  in  the  town,  and  conditions 
were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory.  The  following  foodstuffs 
were  condemned  and  destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : 


Meat  ... 

•  .  . 

136 

tins 

Fish  ... 

23 

tins 

and 

438 

lbs. 

Bananas 

28 

lbs. 

Fruit 

.  .  * 

394 

tins 

Butter 

3  2 

lbs. 

Cheese 

•  .  • 

11 

pkts. 

Milk  ... 

90 

tins 

and 

14 

lbs. 

Soups 

35 

tins 

Vegetables 

*  . 

.118 

tins 

Marmalade  . . . 

5 

jars 

Pickles 

.  .  , 

3 

jars 

ICE  CREAM 

There  are  25  registered  retailers  in  the  Borough  and  they  all 
retail  proprietary  brands  of  ice  cream.  The  selling  of  pre-packed 
ice  cream  is  the  best  method  in  small  shops  as  it  means  that  the 
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product  is  not  handled  by  anyone  after  it  leaves  the  makers.  A 
total  of  eight  samples  was  taken  and  of  these  seven  were  in  Grade  I 
and  one  in  Grade  II.  (The  Ministry  recommend  that  80  per  cent 
of  all  samples  should  fall  into  Grades  I  or  II.) 

MILK 

Four  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were  reported  on  and  were 
all  satisfactory.  Nine  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  as  supplied  to 
schools  in  the  Borough  were  examined  and  all  but  one  of  these 
passed  both  the  Phosphatase  and  the  Methylene  Blue  Tests.  A 
further  sample  taken  in  October  from  the  same  supplier  proved 
satisfactory.  Two  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  submitted  for 
chemical  examination  proved  to  be  deficient  in  Solids  not  Fat,  but 
a  subsequent  sample  proved  satisfactory. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  Reports,  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if 
either  private  enterprise  or  the  Council  could  establish  a  pasteuris¬ 
ing  plant  in  the  town,  as  there  is  no  such  plant  at  present  in  the 
area  around  Ludlow. 


SECTION  F 


Prevalence  Of  and  Control  Over 
Infectious  Disease 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  by 
Medical  Practitioners  during  the  year  : 


NOTIFICATIONS,  1952 

Number  Admitted  to  No.  of 
Disease  notified  hospital  deaths 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  23  2  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  11  1  0 

Meningo-coccal  infection  ...  1  1  0 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Borough  was  free  from  any  serious 
outbreak  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  as  follows  : 

MALES  FEMALES  TOTAL 

Pulmonary  Non-pulm.  Pulmonary  Non-pulm. 

13  15  22  9  59 

New  Cases 

Seven  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year  (four  male,  ages  25,  45,  45  and  58,  and  three 
female,  ages  19,  25  and  26). 

Deaths 

Two  deaths  took  place  from  the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease. 
Both  were  females  and  their  ages  were  26  and  36. 

Death  Rate 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  0.310. 


CANCER 

Fourteen  deaths  took  place  from  Cancer  and  the  death  rate 
was  2.174  per  1,000.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  8  deaths 
and  in  1950  there  were  16.  Cancer  of  the  lungs  has  increased 
rather  rapidly  of  late  and  in  males  the  increase  has  been  47  per 
cent  since  1947  (England  and  Wales).  This  means  that  for  100 
men  who  died  of  Cancer  of  the  lungs  in  1947,  147  died  in  1952. 
The  cause  of  this  increase  is  still  obscure,  but  research  is  being  made 
into  the  matter.  In  the  Borough  one  of  the  Cancer  deaths  was 


due  to  Cancer  of  the  lung. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Number  of 

Cause  of  Death  Deaths 

Disease  of  Heart  and  Circulation  ...  ...  45 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ...  ...  17 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tuberculosis:  Pulmonary  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Total  ...  96 
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